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PROTECTION AND PERMANENCY TRANSMITTAL LETTER, 17-06
TO: 

Service Region Administrators



Service Region Administrator Associates



Service Region Clinical Associates



Regional Program Specialists



Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:  
Michelle Anderson, Assistant Director


Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:  
August 3, 2017
SUBJECT:   Updates to SOP 12.3 Foster and Adoptive Home Applicant Assessment and Forms Due to Legislative Changes
The purpose of this transmittal letter is to notify staff of updates to SOP 12.3 Foster and Adoptive Home Applicant Assessment and the addition of two forms to SOP 12.16 Annual Re-Evaluation in the Forms and Resources section. The updates were made due to amendments to 902 KAR 2:060 related to immunizations requirements and to provide an update to the legislative release.
Immunizations

Effective August 1, 2017, the EPID-230 Commonwealth of Kentucky Certificate of Immunization Status form and the EPID-230A Commonwealth of Kentucky Parent or Guardian’s Declination on Religious Grounds to Required Immunization form must be provided to the Department of Community Based Services (DCBS) by foster and adoptive parent applicants and currently approved homes to document a medical exemption, religious exemption or provisional status of required childhood immunizations.  

Medical exemption: 
Requires the submission of an EPID-230 Commonwealth of Kentucky Certificate of Immunization Status to designate a medical exemption with a temporary or permanent medical contraindication to receiving a vaccine.  
Religious exemption:

Requires submission of the EPID-230A Commonwealth of Kentucky Parent or Guardian’s Declination on Religious Grounds to Required Immunizations if one immunization is administered but another is objected to on religious grounds.  The EPID-230 must also be provided and marked to designate a “religious objection” to the immunization requirement in Section 2 of 902 KAR 2:060 when select immunizations are administered based on religious reasons and must also be used to document an objection based solely on religious reasons when no immunizations are desired.
Provisional status:

The EPID-230 Commonwealth of Kentucky Certificate of Immunization Status is used to document provisional status when a child is behind on required immunizations.

Legislative Update

During the 2017 legislative session, updates were made to the DPP-157 Background Checks for Applicants or Foster/Adoptive Parents and the DPP-159 Background Checks for Caretaker Relatives or Kinship Caregivers. The updated forms have been posted on the SOP manual Forms browser. Please begin using these forms when submitting background check requests. Any outdated forms received after August 15, 2017 will be returned.

                            
If you have any questions regarding this transmittal letter, please contact: 
Mary Carpenter, Adoption Services Branch Manager
Mary.Carpenter@ky.gov 
(502) 564-2147, ext. 3604
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